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) TV host Catriona Rowntree and new
husband James Pettit chose a jewel of
the South Pacific — the stunning Aitutaki,
in the Cook Islands — for their fabulous
honeymoon, writes Larry Writer.
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Newlvweds Catriona
and James take a stroll
I the crystal clear
water at The Artutai
Lagoon Resort & Spa.
Opposite: Relaxed and
happy, Catriona poses
for a picturein a
shady palm grove.
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FROM THE MOMENT she wiggled her
foes an the bright wiiinte sand ol Aituiaks
Lasnomtositres was on island time
AR the chaos otk criey Tun of our
witllimg | Cotrsonaamarried her long-lime
swetheart, grazierfnmes Petnit, 36, on
Aoell 51, b was woriderTnl w relax m the
ik b the most beautiful lagoon on carth,”

s Catrionn, also 36, sitting in the shade

ol l coconut palm as a ukulele plinks

amewhere in the distance. "James and
FRnew nght away we'd come 1o the righ
plaee for our honeymoon.”

A8 aueporter for the Nine Network™s
Crvfawiry, Cattiona had sampled all the
best destinations and could have chosen
invwhere (o celebrate the star of her
married lfe with James. Yet they opred
for the 20esquare-kilometre Altutaki, one
of the 13 Cook [slands, just west of Tohiti

Becanse we're both Irante a1 work, we

could only mke o shomish break.” savs
Catnone: “We didn™t want jet lag when
wie returned to Australin. We died want
I-lli'-:\- free, acultural eXpenence and

a stunning island where James could
Lish and | could Noke.”

And where they could both revel in
their new mrrinee, ) never undersiood
it when friends wold e we'd Teel ditferem
aller we were mamied,” savs Catrion:.
sighing, "But we do. s o lovely secure
fechnge. Andsimee we've been on Altutaki
James has been much more msdy than
before! [1°5 510 there’s a secrel potion
here that makes vou happy. healthy,
sleepy and romantie,”

The I'IL"-'-"_‘u winddy |I|"|l.n.|:'lf~ | |'.;" 1% The
Mtutaki Logoon Resort & Spa. where thiy
e ensconsed in an overwater 'f'lll'-‘__‘-I-L""h‘-' m
the lagoon. You can héar the water lapping
balow vour bedroom and the swish and »»»

Above: The couple take some exercise on bikes around the palm-fringed lagoon. After the
James and Catriona wanted a relaxed honeymoon.

thump of fish mght-feeding by the pylons,
There can be no benter place 1o view the
notoos orpnge, pnk, vellow and red South
Pacific sunsets, or from which 1 dive fora
meonlight swim: Today, Catmona has just
finished reacding her first novel and plans to
make headway on her second before her
scheduled Apm mussage

James —"my hunter and gatherer"
quips Camons ~ has just returned from
o bam spearfishing expedition outside the
reel, with o 1 kg parrot figh, 1 omight, the
chelat the resort's Flying Boot Beach Bar
& Gerill (named after the Tusiman Empire
Adrways Limited yimg boats thay landed
n the dagoon m the 1950s) will prill the fish
ind serve 1t to the honeymooners with a
pawpaw silsa salad

When planning their boneymoon,
Lamrona was unsure whether workabolic
Jamus, who toils on his family’s property
14 hours a day, seven days a week, would
take io an islandl holiday. “Will be be bored?
Will he want to fly home garly 1o retum
o work?™ :

Yet when their Saab 340 wrbo-prop
!1|;~.uc descended after it 45-minute |
[rom Rarotonga, all but skimming the lops
ofthe Adtutki palms as it came in to Land
and James saw the vast wrgooise lago

encased by a trianeular reef,

s Breuth and | knew it would be okay’

More (han okav. While Catriona
recharges her batterics — running low afler

six manths of imerrupied slecp. worrying

about the wedding™ — lnzng and dreaming.
Jamies 15 embracing island life. As well as
fishing bevond the reef and swimming
the lagoon, he has paddled an outngger
canoe, been taught ro husk coconuots by
L '.'L'li'. L} |||I'=._' |’|.t|1|]'1 can l.'llrxh '..5‘:;: iul.,'_|_-'E'|.'=_|r
shell and whose eves are the colour ol
Ihe Tagoon, and leamed to play the eight-
stringed ukulele

S0 accomplished was James on the uke
that he was invited onstage duning the island
night feast and culmral show to sicin with
the band on o regeae rendition of the 1992
hil, Ak Breaky Heart. Later: he joined
the hip-swaying, hre-twirling dancers wnd
drummers. Catnons, impressed by her
hsband’s hitherto concealed talents,
beamed from their tble

“James convineed me 1o go night
snorkelling in the lagoon, which is a
manne reserve,” savs Catrona. Thes
dived down with torches and -.-.,_\_I ed the
tropical fish, including the vividly hued
vellow und biack striped burterfly fish
il she s 1Y%, “When We stirfacod. we
looked up inte the hewvens and our goide,

Rangi, ok us tales about the stars.”

“thaos and crazy fun of our wedding”,
"It was wonderful to reiax in the sun by the most beautiful lagoon on earth

It was during this activity that Calrona
proved that her reputation for being able
to tlk underwaler was justificd. “With
Catriona, everyihing was, "Wow! Look at
this”," savs James: "1 didn L matter that i
was dirk down there amd she was wearing
a snorkel. [ always knew where Catriona
was because | could hear her!™

Atchurch, they were thrilled by the
rhapsodic close harmonies of the chon
and thev attended an umnkod feast, where
pork, lamb und chicken are wrapped in
banana leaves, roasted for four hours in
an imderground oven. then devoured,
Another haghlight was cvcling Skim into
the village of Anmanga 1o cheer on the
Adtutakl nughby leaoue team against their
Rarolonga rivals, Atk palm-fringed
fich! next the Cook Islunds” oldest church
(circa 1B28), the honevmooners sat on the
grass chatting with the Jocals as the 120ky
combatants collided. Kids aroumnd here
||I|_':.. |L':JIII'..'I.|_ |""|.1:; ['nu::-. \11!]| coronuls,

Adtutaky’s soundtrack i3 the roar of
waves breuking on the reefll the crowing
ot roosters ind the rustling of palm fronds
in the gentle ropical breeze. [1s scents
are those of frangipanis and gardenias,
pawpaws and fish being barbecued. “It's
the ideal remedy for me.” says Catnona
“because | lud the post-wedding day 3

d ) - .

Above: Catriona takes a shower in the garden of their Honeymoon Villa, surrounded by a screen of lush tropical plants.
Below: Catriona and james only had to 1oll out of their King-size bed Into the pool for a refreshing wake-up swim.

Above: James would start the day with a sam fishing trip

BEING

to the outer reef and bring back the moming’s catch for dinner - “my

hunter and gatherer”, says Catriona - which the honeymooners would eat on a table set up in the lapping waters of the lagoon,

blues Fwas sad when our wedding was
over, when parcnts and fmends left, and
the flowers started to furm The .._I;|_\ Wik
sar long in the planning and over so soon
‘Being here 15 a chance o decompress,

to reflect on all the wedding day delights

wy mav have forgotten if we'd gone
straight back to work.” Catriona fums (o
Jamas and loughs as she savs, “Like when
Kuren fell over on the Roorwhen she tried
to catch the bouguet and vour dad got up Lo
sing with Leo Saver.”

Fsland life, too, las soollicd Jomes® soul

alter a near cotastrophe when they spent the

might a1 Rarotongn on the way 1o Amutaks
“I took off my weddmg nng and feft i on
the bedside table because my fingers hud
switlked in the heat,” he explams. “When
we dashed ofl 1o the MTPOTE [EXT MOMmIng,
*d lelb i there ™ An urgent phone call to
the hotel saw the nmge rescued and on the
nexl Might 1o Ajtutaki, where James, much
relieved, shipped it back on
We artived frazzled and exhavsted

Catriona was packing right up to the
moment we left!™ says James. "But now
our bodies and spinits are refreshed.”

Many on Adtiskiki are also honeymooning
inciuding thousands of birds: the island’s
sanowy white “love™ tems find o mate early
and stay logether forever.

Catrrona first visited Aitutaki |12 vears
ago. “lrwas the most enchanting istand
I’d ever been 1o, Many South Pacific and

224

Caribbean islands are overrun by tourists,
there’s crime and liner. They ve lost their
ongimal chamm because they ve sold out
to tourism and neither visitors nor locals
treat them with the respect they deserve
“In Admitaki, the locals are proud of
their nitural summoundings, their culture
and their faith. and are friendly and
dignified. Visitors follow their lead ™

With no pliczy high-rise hotels (no
Bublding is taller than & coconut patm)
or shopping mulls, life on Ajwtaki, with
a population of around 2000, §s lived
lnnguorously wnd its plensures are simple
and authentic, It offers the idyllic South
Pacific of Jack London and James A
Michener. *1 like shck in a city.” savs
Lalnona, “"nol in paradise.”

Surely, Capunin William Bligh was
similardy mmpressed when he dropped
anchor at Aittaks on Apal 1, 1789, Ye
hits memornes would always be tainted
bevause here, during o-wild storm, he first
fell out with Fleteher Christinn, who, 17 days
later, led the mutiny on the Bounty

History records that the islind was First

scttled in BOOAD by seafarers from Tupun'i

im what 15 now French Polvnesia, The first
missiomnes armived in 1821 and the island
remains devoutly Christian

When their honeymoon ends, Catrion:a
and James will have mixed feelings. Both
are champing to resume their careers

I'ie producers of the Nine Network s

Crerenvery and Ty € -."J.-.l,'r;.l_l.'_ll_:' Block are
anxious 10 have Wieir star back in front ol
the camera and Catriosa can’t wail 1o be
there. And lor Jumes, 1S time Lo sow crops,
“one of the busicst times of the venr.” he
says. Yet il be hard to leave paradise

Not that they won't be back 1o this
beautiful 1stand, probably apain and apam
3] :.'l_".ll'.\ IO SO

And next time, they may need a bigger
bungalow, “Can you think,” asks Catriona,
“ola nicer place to bring children?™ =
For our special festure on other romantic
island gotaways - including resorts on the
Maldives. Fiji. the Solomons and Australia’s

Hayman istand - visht The ]."p"eyi:fy's wabsite
A1 WV OWW. Tinemsn. com. autravel

TRAVEL ESSENTIALS

Fly: Alr New Zealand (tel: 13 24 74,
www_aimewzealand.com.au)

has daily flights to Rarotonga

via Auckland.

When: All year, temperatures range
from 18°C-29°C. Best times;
November-April (Frangipani Season),

WIN A ROMANTIC COOK
ISLANDS HOLIDAY

For your chance to win a superb
seven-night Frangipani Fantasy
holiday, including stays at The
Rarotongan Beach Resort & Spa
and Aitutaki Lagoon Resort & Spa,
tum overieaf for details.




